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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of 
Weston-s  uper-Mare. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting*  to  you  my 
report  for  the  year  1904,  and  of  laying*  before 
you  the  usual  tables  of  Vital  Statistics. 

From  the  Registrar’s  returns  I  find  that  during 
the  year,  358  Births  (167  Males  and  191  Females) 
were  registered  in  the  District,  giving  a  rate  of 
17*3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  of 
20,644.  The  Births  for  1903  numbered  370, 
showing  a  decrease  of  12  in  1904. 

The  Deaths  during  the  same  period  number 
287  (J33  Males  and  154  Females),  being  an 
increase  of  72  on  the  number  in  1903,  and 
giving  a  Death-rate  of  13*9  per  1000  of  the 
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estimated  population,  viz.  20,644.  Thirty-six, 
or  12*5  per  cent,  of  the  Deaths  recorded,  were 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  one 
hundred  and  ten,  or  38*3  per  cent.,  of  persons 
aged  65  years  and  upwards,  viz.  22  between  65 
and  70,  49  between  70  and  80,  34  between  80  and 
90,  and  5  between  90  and  100,  giving  an  average 
of  76  years  and  6  months. 

The  deaths  registered  from  the  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  number  19,  as  against  10  for  1903,  and 
give  a  rate  of  0*92  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  deaths  occurred  in  the  Wards  as  follows, 
(census  1901.) 


Ward.  Population.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

West  .  6056  ...  75  ...  12*38 

South  .  6343  ...  89  ...  14 

East  .  7446  ...  123  ...  16*5 

19845  287 


Estimated  increase  of  population  to  middle  of 
1904  is  300,  making,  with  the  addition  of  the 
estimated  number  for  1903,  viz.  :  20,344,  20,644. 

The  list  of  Deaths  includes  32  amongst  visitors, 
17  in  the  General  Hospital,  1  in  the  Royal 
Sanatorium,  1  in  the  Children’s  Convalescent 
H  ome,  and  28  requiring  the  Coroner’s  inquisition. 

Deducting  the  deaths  amongst  visitors,  viz.,  32 
from  the  total  deaths  287,  we  arrive  at  the  true 
rate  of  mortality,  viz.,  12*3  per  1000  of  the 
population  proper. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes,  and  those  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 

Deaths  from  all  causes. 

1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904 

282  243  234  263  284  289  267  272  215  287 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  : — 

9  15  17  27  18  16  13  22  10  19 

During  the  year  145  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  received,  of  which  106  were  of 
Scarlatina,  12  of  Diphtheria,  16  of  Enteric  Fever, 
10  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

Small  Pox. — No  case  occurred  in  the  District. 

Scarlatina. — 106  cases  were  notified — 11  in 
the  first,  12  in  the  second,  10  in  the  third  and  73 
in  the  fourth  quarters  respectively.  69  were 
removed  to  the  Statutory  Hospital  and  2  to  the 
Infectious  Wards  of  the  General  Hospital.  The 
disease  in  the  last  quarter  assumed  an  epidemic 
form  but  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  death 
is  returned  from  this  complaint.  Owing  to 
provision  for  only  30  patients  in  your  Isolation 
Hospital,  I  was  unable  to  cope  satisfactorily  with 
the  outbreak.  Your  Council  will,  no  doubt,  at  an 
early  date  provide  more  accommodation^  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  a  seaside  resort,  so  as  to 
be  prepared  for  any  emergency.  The  cases 
occurred  chiefly  in  the  South  Ward,  and  conse¬ 
quently  I  advised  your  Council  to  close  the  Girls’ 
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and  Infants’  Departments  of  the  Central  Council 
Schools  for  three  weeks  ;  the  closing  of  which 
considerably  assisted  in  stamping  out  the  epidemic. 

Diphtheria. — 12  cases  were  notified  as  against 
16  in  1903 — 2  in  the  first,  3  in  the  second,  1  in  the 
third  and  6  in  the  fourth  quarters  respectively,  3 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Diphtheria  Ward.  No  death  is  due  to  this  disease. 
8  of  the  cases  were  notified  from  the  East  Ward, 
including  3  from  Milton. 

Enteric  Fever. — 16  cases  were  reported,  2  in 
the  West,  3  in  the  South  and  1 1  in  the  East  Wards 
respectively.  The  slight  outbreak  in  the  East 
Ward  was  difficult  to  account  for,  but,  so  far  as  I 
could  trace,  was  due  apparently  to  insanitary 
conditions,  ten  of  the  cases  occurring  within  an 
area  of  three  hundred  yards.  I  called  the  attention 
of  your  Sanitary  Committee  to  this  fact,  and 
advised  the  inspection,  cleansing  and  reconstruction 
of  the  drains  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  which 
has  been  partly  carried  out.  I  understand,  however, 
that  the  remaining  portion  is  being  dealt  with  at 
the  present  time.  3  cases  were  removed  to  the 
General  Hospital.  Six  deaths  are  due  to  this 
disease.  Before  coming  to  the  foregoing  con¬ 
clusions,  I  may  say,  that  I  first  suspected  a 
probable  infection  through  milk  supply,  and, 
therefore,  carefully  inspected  the  dairies  supplying 
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the  infected  houses.  In  one  instance,  owing  to 
suspicious  circumstances,  I  had  a  sample  of  well- 
water  bacteriologically  examined,  with  the  result, 
that,  while  contamination  with  organic  matter 
was  proved,  no  typhoid  baccilli  were  discovered. 
The  well  was  ordered  to  be  closed.  A  sample  of 
the  town  water  was  also  subjected  to  the  most  rigid 
analysis  by  the  greatest  experts,  and  was  found  to 
be  absolutely  trustworthy. 

Measles. — This  complaint  was  somewhat  pre¬ 
valent  during  the  summer  months,  but  no  death  is 
returned  from  this  cause.  This  disease  is  not 
notifiable  in  the  district. 

Diarrhoea  was  prevalent  in  the  third  quarter, 
and  9  deaths  are  due  to  this  complaint,  5  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  2  in  the 
very  aged. 

Whooping  Cough. — Few  cases  came  under 
my  notice,  but  3  deaths  are  due  to  this  cause  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases,  I  have  had  two  forms  of  certificates 
printed  for  notification  to  the  managers  of  Schools. 
One  gives  notice  that  a  scholar  has  been  reported 
to  me  as  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  and 
that  no  child  from  such  infected  house  is  to  attend 
school  until  the  second  certificate  is  received, 
stating  that  the  house  is  free  from  infection. 
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Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — In  my  reports 
for  1902  and  1903,  I  strongly  urged  upon  your 
Council  the  necessity  of  providing  a  Refuse  De¬ 
structor,  and  pointed  out  the  palpable  nuisance 
arising  from  the  existing  primitive  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  town  refuse.  This  arrangement 
is  still  in  force,  but,  so  lately  as  November  last,  on 
the  application  of  your  Council  for  a  loan  to  secure 
a  piece  of  land  on  which  to  erect  a  Destructor,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  you  are  aware,  sent 
down  two  Inspectors  to  enquire  as  to  the  eligibility 
of  the  site  &c.  At  the  enquiry,  opposition  to  the 
site  was  expressed  by  several  members  of  the 
Medical  Profession  of  the  town,  their  evidence  being 
to  the  effect,  that,  as  a  new  Isolation  Infectious 
Hospital  was  an  urgent  necessity,  the  building  of 
that  Institution  in  an  eligible  position  should  take 
precedence  of  the  erection  of  a  destructor,  and  that 
this  would  admit  of  the  present  Hospital  site  being 
utilised  for  the  latter  without  the  purchase  of  new 
land.  Your  Clerk  very  thoroughly  explained 
the  difficulties  of  the  case,  and  the  matter  remains 
in  suspension  till  the  judgment  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  issued.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  result  of  the  Inspector’s  Report  will  be 
satisfactory  to  your  Council,  and  that  the  much 
needed  destructor  may  be  constructed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 
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The  Milton  District. — The  Milton  drainage 
scheme,  although  further  considered  by  your 
Council  during  the  year,  is  still  in  abeyance.  I 
can  only  urge  what  I  have  already  written  in 
previous  reports,  that  you  may  be  soon  able  to 
carry  out  the  much  needed  drainage  improvements, 
especially  considering  the  near  proximity  to  our 
water  supply.  I  have  made  many  visits  to  Milton 
during  the  year,  and  am  pleased  to  state  that  a 
number  of  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

Bakehouses. — All  the  Bakehouses  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  usual  attention,  and  were  generally 
found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  statutory 
limewashing  and  cleansing  were  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  Act.  In  one  instance,  however, 
I  found  a  hay  and  chaff  cutting  business  conducted 
in  a  loft  over  the  bakehouse,  with  a  trap  door 
opening  directly  into  the  same,  together  with  an 
unsealed  floor.  By  my  instructions  the  owners 
remedied  these  defects. 

Isolation  Hospital, — The  completion  of  a 
small  Discharge  Ward  at  your  Hospital  supplies 
a  much  felt  want  at  that  Institution,  and  the 
erection  of  the  proposed  Bath  Room  adjoining  the 
new  Scarlatina  Ward  will  be  much  appreciated  by 
the  staff  and  patients.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  late 
Matron,  you  had  to  appoint  a  successor.  Your 
selection  of  Miss  Mooney  to  fill  the  vacant  post, 
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has,  I  believe,  given  much  satisfaction  to  all 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Hospital. 

Slaughter  Houses. — In  September,  my  at¬ 
tention  was  called  to  the  insanitary  conditions  of 
the  public  and  private  Slaughter  Houses  owned  by 
your  Council,  and,  in  company  with  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  said 
premises,  and  I  made  a  special  report  thereon,  in 
which  I  stated  that  the  floor  and  yard  surface  were 
more  or  less  saturated  with  decomposing  animal 
and  foecal  liquids,  and,  indeed,  the  conditions 
generally  were  so  bad  that  I  considered  the 
structural  alterations  a  matter  of  urgency. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. — As 
in  the  previous  year,  periodical  inspections  of 
workshops  within  the  District  were  made,  and  the 
usual  register  kept.  Cards  are  provided  by  your 
Council,  free  of  charge,  to  each  occupier,  containing 
the  number  of  persons  allowed  to  occupy  the 
various  workrooms.  Many  improvements  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Workshops  and 
Work  places  were  brought  about,  including  the 
provision  of  additional  sanitary  conveniences. 
The  cleansing  and  ventilation  of  workrooms  were 
insisted  on  when  necessary,  as  appears  in  the 
appended  tables. 

Five  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  were  notified 
from  three  houses  of  Homeworkers,  which  were 
removed  to  the  IsolationHospital,  and  the  premises 
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and  infected  articles  thoroughly  disinfected,  and 
every  other  precaution  taken. 

Town  Hall. — In  consequence  of  illnesses  oc¬ 
curring  in  the  family  of  the  Caretaker  who  occupies 
apartments  in  the  basement  of  the  buildings,  I  am 
glad  to  report  that  you  have  seen  fit  to  thoroughly 
modernise  the  drainage  system  and  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  building.  These  works  were 
extensive,  including  the  taking  up  and  disconnect¬ 
ing  of  all  the  old  drains,  which  upon  application  of 
tests  were  found  unsatisfactory,  and  relaying  with 
new,  testing  all  gas  pipes  and  fittings  and  taking 
up  the  old  floors  in  the  Caretaker’s  apartments  and 
effectively  cementing  under  the  same,  and  also 
forming  an  open  area  around  that  portion  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Caretaker,  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in 
regard  to  cellar  dwellings.  I  am  convinced  that 
these  measures  will  prove  most  beneficial,  and  will 
secure  a  marked  improvement  in  the  health  of 
those  living,  and  engaged  in,  or  about,  the  premises. 

The  public  convenience  erected  in  the  early  part 
of  last  season  on  the  Marine  Parade  opposite 
Richmond  Street,  was  much  appreciated  by 
Weston’s  countless  visitors  and  residents,  and  I 
would  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  similar 
accommodation  being  provided  in  the  neighbour- 
of  Madeira  Cove,  where  nothing  of  that  description 
at  present  exists. 
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The  details  of  registration  and  nuisances 
discovered  appear  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report  attached. 

Tables  i,  2,  3,  4,  which  I  append  are  tabulated 
statements  of  the  deaths  in  the  district,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages  and  localities. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  a  systematic 
inspection  of  the  district  has  been  made  as  time 
permitted,  and  all  insanitary  conditions  and 
ordinary  nuisances  as  soon  as  they  were  discovered, 
received  immediate  attention,  whilst  those  localities 
in  which  Zymotic  Diseases  appeared  were  specially 
and  carefully  watched  and  their  hygienic  require¬ 
ments  attended  to. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Wyndham  Villa ,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

4th  February,  IQ05. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  years. 
WEST ON'SUPER'MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904 
and  previous  years. 
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29 

1895 

17,300 
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260 

40 

1896 

17,600 

332 

220 

43 

1897 

18,000 

317 

214 

39 

1898 

18,500 

337 

242 

43 

1899 

19,000 

319 

258 

44 

1900 

19,500 

319 

266 

49 

1901 

19,050 

20,094 

344 

262 

37 

1902 

307 

268 

34 

1903 

20,344 

370 

212 

31 

Averages  'j 

of  Years 
1894  to 
1903  ...  , 

18,618 

329 

239 

38 

1904 

20,644 

358 

277 

36 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1904  in  the 
Weston-super'-Mare  Urban  District. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District  (H). 

Number  of 
CasesRemoved 
to  Hospital. 

At 

all 

ages. 

Un¬ 
der  1 

At 

1  to 
5- 

Ages 

5  to 
i5- 

— Yea 

15  to 

25- 

rs. 

25  to 
65- 

65  & 
up- 
w’ds. 

Diphtheria  ... 

12 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

10 

8 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

106 

14 

71 

15 

6 

71 

Enteric  ,, 

16 

1 

2 

4 

9 

3 

Puerperal  ,, 

1 

1 

Totals 

145 

21 

76 

21 

25 

2 

77 

Isolation  Hospital:  Statutory  Hospital. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  Year  1904, 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Date,  February  4th,  IQ05.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I. 

Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  out¬ 
side  the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the 
District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the 
District. 

Royal  West  of 
England  Sanatorium. 

General  Hospital. 

Children’s 

Convalescent  Home. 

Axbridge  Union 
Workhouse. 

Nil. 

STATUTORY  HOSPITAL. 


Statement  of  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital 

during  the  year  1904. 


In  Hospital,  December  31st,  1903 
Admitted  during  1904 

Discharged  - 

Died  .... 

Remaining  in  Hospital  December  31st,  1904 


TOTAL. 


16 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1904,  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare* 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including-  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

16 

4 

Nil. 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 
Workshops  ... 

101 

16 

>  5 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  — 

9 

9 

>  5 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

6 

1 

5  > 

Total 

132 

30 

y  y 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

9 

9 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

3 

3 

yy 

yy 

Overcrowding- 

1 

1 

yy 

yy 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

4 

4 

y  y 

yy 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

12 

y  y 

yy 

Sanitary 

finsufficient 

5 

5 

yy 

>> 

accommo¬ 
dations.  - 
P.H.A.A.A. 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

10 

yy 

yy 

1890  has  been 
adopted. 

>.not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

yy 

yy 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (S.  101)... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

yy 

yy 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re¬ 
quirements  of  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100) 

5 

5 

yy 

>> 

Failure  as  regard  list  of  out¬ 
workers  (S.  107)  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy 

Giving  out  work 
to  be  done  in 

'unwholesome 
(S.  108)  ... 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

premises 

are 

which' 

infected 
,  (S.  110)  ... 

1 

3 

3 

yy 

yy 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be 
made  in  premises  infected  by 
scarlet  fever  or  smallpox 
(S.  109)  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

yy 

yy 

Other  offences 

... 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

yy 

Total 

54 

54 

yy 
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3.- OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors 
of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  re-  t  Notified  by 
ferred  by  H.M.  Inspec-  I  H.M.  Inspector 
torsas  remediable  under  /  Reports  (of 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  \  action  taken 
but  not  under  the  Fac-  I  sent  to  H.M. 
tory  Act  (S.  5)  v  Inspectors. 

Other 


Nil. 

4 


4 

Nil. 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) : — 

In  use  during-  1903 

Certificates  granted  j^04 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904  ... 

Homework  : — 

List  of  Outworkers  : — 

Lists  received 

Addresses  of  f  forwarded  to  other  Authorities 
outworkers  \  received  from  other  Authorities 


)> 

>> 


Number  of 


Lists. 


Outworkers. 


9 

Nil. 


12 

Nil. 


> » 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected 
premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwhole¬ 
some  premises  (S.  108) 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  home¬ 
workers’  premises 

Orders  prohibiting-  homework  in  infected 
premises  (S.  110) 


Wearing' 

Apparel. 

Nil. 

5 

3 


Other. 


Nil. 


>> 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the 
end  of  1904 : — 

Workshops  (Ordinary)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Workshops  (Bakehouses)  ...  ...  26 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


49 
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Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District  Council 

CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1904. 


I  append  the  annual  Climatological  Report  for  1904, 


The  observations  below  are  recorded  by  Mr.  F.  Allen  at  the  Town  Hall. 


Monthly  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Meteorological 
Society  during  the  year.  Weekly  and  daily  reports  were  also 
supplied  to  the  local  Press,  and  telegrams  sent  daily  reporting 
sunshine,  rainfall  and  any  special  phenomena  to  nine  daily  and 
evening  papers  published  in  the  following  towns  : — London, 
Manchester,  Birmingham,  Sheffield  and  Cardiff. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the  year 
was  30 '750  inches  on  the  23rd  January  at  9  a.m.  The  lowest  was 
28*750  inches  on  the  29th  February,  taken  at  the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stevenson-Screen 
during  the  year  was  85*8  degrees  on  July  19th.  The  lowest  was 
22 '4  degrees  on  November  27th. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in 
vacuo  was  149 '0  degrees  on  June  23rd.  The  greatest  difference 
between  the  maximum  indications,  upon  the  same  day,  of  the 
bright  bulb  and  the  blackened  bulb  thermometers  in  vacuo,  was 
51 '8  degrees. 

The  lowest  temperature  registered  in  short  grass  by  a  sensitive 
terrestrial  radiation  minimum  thermometer  was  19*0  degrees  on 
February  29th. 

The  day  of  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was  July  19th, 
and  the  value  for  that  day  was  71*4  degrees.  The  day  of  the 
lowest  mean  temperature  was  December  23rd,  when  30 '2  degrees 
was  registered. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  screen  upon  any  one 
day  was  32*0  degrees,  which  reading  was  on  July  17th.  The 
least  range  was  3*0  degrees  on  February  3rd. 

The  relative  humidity  of  the  air  taken  at  9  a.m.  was  79%. 
Complete  saturation  was  recorded  on  six  occasions  at  9  a.m. 

The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine  per  the  Campbell- 
Stokes  recorder  upon  any  one  day  was  14*3  hours  on  June  4th. 
The  total  amount  for  the  year  was  1553*9  hours  of  bright  sunshine. 

The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “  rainfall  day  ”  (i.e.  24  hours, 
ending  at  9  a.m.  next  day)  was  1*28  inches  on  July  25th.  The 
total  amount  for  the  year  being  28*81  inches.  This  amount  is  *40 
inches  above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years,  which  is  28*41 
inches.  Rain  fell  on  165  days  during  the  year. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  51*1  degrees. 
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MONTHLY  RESULTS  OF  CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS, 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my 
fourth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  done  in  my 
department. 

Verbal  and  Written  Notices. — The  total 
number  of  verbal  notices  given  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1904,  was  194.  Again 
an  enormous  amount  of  work  has  been  done  on 
verbal  notices  only.  Indeed,  my  experience  is 
that  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises,  generally 
speaking,  appreciate  verbal  notices  much  more 
than  when  the  usual  written  notices  are  sent,  and 
act  more  promptly,  as  a  rule,  in  having  the  defects 
complained  of  remedied.  Probably  this  arises 
owing  to  fuller  explanations  and  details  given  of 
the  benefits  that  are  likely  to  be  derived  by 
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carrying  out  the  necessary  works.  Moreover,  in 
giving  verbal  notices,  one  is  able  to  strongly 
recommend  a  number  of  sanitary  improvements 
which  it  would  not  be  possible,  probably,  to 
enforce  in  a  Court  of  Law.  The  number  of 
written  notices  was  89 — six  of  which  were  legal 
notices,  and  337  letters  were  sent  in  respect  of 
the  abatement  of  nuisances.  Twelve  special 
reports  to  the  Sanitary  and  Town  Hall  Committees 
were  also  made. 

Improvements  to  House  Drainage. — The 

usual  attention  has  been  given  to  drainage 
improvements  in  connection  with  old  houses, 
which  in  a  seaside  and  health  resort  is  of  primary 
importance,  as  the  residents  and  visitors  are  not 
slow,  I  find,  in  learning  whether  a  town  is  strict 
or  otherwise  in  matters  of  sanitation.  This  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  considering  what  a  large 
number  come  to  reside  in  our  midst  for  the 
purpose  of  regaining  lost  health.  The  number 
of  houses  provided  with  new  drains,  properly 
trapped  and  ventilated,  was  120.  The  demand 
of  prospective  tenants  for  some  proof  that  the 
drains  etc.  of  houses  they  are  about  to  take  are  in 
a  sound  and  satisfactory  condition,  do  much  to 
assist  me  in  getting  the  necessary  works  executed. 
Every  drain  is  tested  with  water  and  proved  sound 
at  least  twice- — preliminary,  before  being  covered 
up,  and  finally,  at  completion  of  everything.  The 
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drains  are  also  made  accessible,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  throughout  by  means  of  two  or  more  access 
chambers  and  covers  at  bends  and  junctions.  The 
covers  are  sealed  hermetically  with  tallow,  and 
subjected  to  the  smoke  test  along  with  the 
ventilating  shafts  and  fittings  at  the  finish.  Every 
house  is  intercepted  from  the  public  sewer  by 
means  of  an  accessible  siphon,  which  is  certainly 
a  wise  precaution,  notwithstanding  many  eminent 
engineers’  objections  to  same.  Each  house  is  also 
ventilated  by  means  of  inlet  and  outlet  shafts.  In 
ordinary  cases,  the  former  is  by  means  of  the  well- 
known  mica  valve  and  the  latter  by  means  of  a 
tall  shaft  carried  up  against  the  house  wall,  above 
roof  and  clear  of  all  windows. 

Complaints.  —  The  number  of  complaints 
received  was  425,  out  of  which  35  were  handed 
over  to  the  Surveyor  to  deal  with.  The  remainder 
were  duly  attended  to,  but  many  of  these  were  of 
a  frivolous  nature  or  related  to  matters  outside  the 
scope  of  sanitary  law.  In  24  instances  I  found 
that  escapes  of  coal  gas  into  the  houses  were 
responsible  for  the  offensive  “  drain  odour  ”  com¬ 
plained  of.  This  was  more  particularly  noticeable 
about  the  first  part  of  December.  Your  Council 
has  purchased  a  suitable  instrument  to  enable  me 
to  qualitatively  test  for  excess  of  impurities  in  the 
illuminating  gas.  This,  I  feel  sure,  will  prove 
useful  and  convincing  in  the  future. 
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House  to  House  Inspection. — The  number 
of  premises  systematically  inspected  during  the 
past  year  was  112,  which  may  again  appear  to  be 
somewhat  small,  but,  taking  into  consideration 
the  total  number  of  premises  inspected,  and  the 
number  of  houses  completely  re-drained,  there  was 
but  very  little  time  to  spare  for  this  work.  Your 
Council,  however,  recognising  the  great  value  of 
house  to  house  visitation,  instructed  me  to  carry 
out  such  inspection  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  a 
view  of  periodically  covering  the  whole  town. 
This  I  hope  to  accomplish,  much  easier,  and  with 
less  friction  in  the  near  future,  owing  to  the  rapid 
improvements  in  sanitation  generally  throughout 
the  district,  as  well  as  the  large  percentage  of 
houses  already  overhauled.  The  work  will  then, 
naturally,  be  more  a  matter  of  cleansing  and 
maintenance,  than  reconstruction,  as  well  as 
keeping  an  eye  on  any  overcrowding  that  may 
exist. 

Slaughterhouses.  —  The  slaughter-houses 
situated  in  the  Drove  Road,  and  owned  by  your 
Council,  have  been  periodically  inspected.  There 
are  eight  licensed  private  slaughter-houses  situated 
within  the  same  enclosure  as  the  public  abattoir. 
The  premises  are,  as  far  as  practicable,  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state,  and  the  filth  and  offal  regularly 
removed.  The  structural  condition  of  the  prem¬ 
ises,  however,  leave  much  to  be  desired,  and  their 
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condition  was  specially  reported  to  you  in 
September  last,  both  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  myself,  with  a  view  of  having*  the 
defects  existing*  remedied. 

The  floors  of  the  private  premises  are  paved  with 
flagstones,  the  joints  of  which  are  very  imperfect, 
and,  instead  of  being  laid  on  cement  concrete, 
merely  rest  on  the  soft  sub-soil  beneath.  It  is 
easy,  therefore,  for  the  blood  and  scouring  water 
to  percolate  and  saturate  the  ground,  and  on 
standing,  decompose  and  give  off  a  very  offensive 
smell.  The  inside  surfaces  of  the  walls  are 
anything  but  impervious.  The  drainage  also 
needs  to  be  completely  reconstructed  and  re¬ 
arranged. 

The  public  abattoir  is  not  at  present  provided 
with  a  “cooling”  room  separate  from  the  slaughter¬ 
ing  place,  which  means  that  the  meat  is  exposed 
for  some  time  to  the  effluvia  arising  from  animals 
that  are  being  slaughtered  by  the  other  butchers 
therein. 

The  respective  occupiers  of  the  private 
slaughter-houses,  gutscraping  premises  and  hide 
house,  on  being  served  with  the  usual  quarterly 
notices,  limewashed  the  whole  of  their  premises  at 
least  once  every  three  months,  in  accordance  with 
the  existing  bye-laws.  Your  caretaker  at  the 
public  abattoir  has,  as  usual,  given  considerable 
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help  by  keeping*  me  informed  of  the  existence  of 
any  suspicious  viscera  or  carcases. 

Unsound  Food,  &c. — The  carcases  dressed  at 
the  slaug*hter-houses  are,  generally  speaking,  of  a 
first-class  quality.  Only  in  one  instance  was  it 
necessary  to  seize  any  meat,  when  about  twTo  cwt. 
of  beef  was  destroyed,  together  with  the  whole  of 
the  internal  organs.  I  found  it  necessary  also  to 
have  about  twelve  pounds  of  cooked  “chitterlings  ” 
destroyed.  In  both  cases,  there  was  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  butchers  to  wilfully  dispose  of 
the  unsound  food,  and  therefore,  no  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken.  Attention  was  again  given, 
whenever  time  permitted,  to  fruit  and  other  food 
stuffs  exposed  for  sale  in  the  streets,  &c. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. — 

There  are  forty  milk  vendors,  dairymen,  and  cow 
keepers  on  the  register,  and  their  premises  were 
inspected,  if  situated  within  the  district,  and  the 
the  usual  attention  given  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
premises  and  milk  vessels,  &c.  Owing  to  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  occurring  in  three  houses  where 
milk  was  sold,  or  where  a  milk-seller  resided, 
arrangements  were  promptly  made  to  stop  the 
milk  being  sold  on  the  premises,  and  that  no  one 
in  connection  with  the  milk  supply  was  allowed  to 
have  any  communication  with  the  infected  prem¬ 
ises,  until  everything  had  been  thoroughly 
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disinfected.  In  seven  dairies,  nuisances  were 
discovered  and  abated,  and  in  one,  the  well  was 
closed,  and  water  from  the  town  main  provided. 
In  another  dairy,  situated  this  time  outside  the 
district,  certain  very  necessary  improvements  were 
effected,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Local 
Authority  in  whose  district  it  was  situated.  One 
milk-seller  was  struck  off  the  register  owing  to 
the  premises  being  altogether  unsuited  for  the 
storage  of  milk. 

Margarine  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — 

Samples  under  these  Acts  are  taken  by  the  County 
Council.  There  is  one  Margarine  factory  situated 
within  your  district,  and  the  premises  are  kept  in 
a  clean  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  has  been 
no  increase  in  the  number  of  common  lodging 
houses  registered,  the  number  still  remaining  at 
five,  and  are  all  situated  in  Union  Street.  They 
give  accommodation  to  80  persons.  The  prem¬ 
ises  were  periodically  inspected,  and  sanitary 
improvements  were  carried  out  in  two  of  these. 
The  houses,  although  very  old-fashioned,  and 
therefore,  not  by  any  means  models,  have  been 
kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  periodically  lime- 
washed.  The  very  old  bye-laws  regulating  these 
lodging  houses,  have  been  considered  by  your 
Council,  when  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  Local 
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Government  Board  model  bye-laws,  suitably 
altered,  if  found  necessary,  to  meet  any  local 
peculiarity. 

Public  Buildings,  Schools  and  Institu= 
tions. — Under  this  head,  eleven  premises  were 
inspected,  and  in  many  of  these  the  sanitary 
arrangements  have  been  brought  up  to  modern 
requirements,  whilst  in  others  slight  alterations 
only  were  necessary.  It  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
special  aims  of  the  proprietors  of  private  schools 
in  the  town  to  be  in  a  position  to  prove  that  the 
sanitation  of  their  schools  is  perfect,  and  their 
endeavours  are  certainly  to  be  highly  commended. 
The  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  etc.  in  connection 
with  the  local  General  Hospital  are  being  brought 
up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  Sanitary  Certificate  for  the  institution. 

Refreshment  Houses,  Hotels  etc. — Again 
some  attention  was  given  to  refreshment  houses, 
hotels  and  provision  shops,  and  in  22  of  these 
insufficient  or  defective  sanitary  fittings  and  drains 
were  discovered  and  remedied. 

Sanitary  Certificates. — The  high  standard 
of  the  specification  of  requirements  for  regulating 
the  granting  of  Sanitary  Certificates,  and  the  fact 
that  the  ordinary  regulations  for  house  sanitation 
is  somewhat  stringent,  only  four  certificates  were 
granted  during  the  past  year,  although  five  more 
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are  nearly  ready  to  receive  same.  The  public 
seem  to  be  satisfied  in  most  instances  when  they 
learn  that  the  drains  are  at  “  this  date  ”  water¬ 
tight  and  smoke-tight  without  the  holding  of  a 
Sanitary  Certificate. 

New  Buildings. — The  duty  of  supervising  the 
laying  of  house  drains,  including  private  combined 
drains  in  connection  with  all  new  buildings  as  well 
as  premises  undergoing  certain  structural  altera¬ 
tions,  has  again  entailed  a  tremendous  amount  of 

extra  work.  The  progress  of  the  building  trade 

¥ 

in  Weston-super-Mare  during  the  past  year,  owing 
to  the  development  of  several  building  estates,  has 
been  greatly  in  advance  of  the  previous  year. 
The  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  of  no  less  than 
125  new  buildings  were  inspected,  114  of  which 
were  certified  to  the  Town  Surveyor  as  being  in 
compliance  with  the  plans  approved,  and  the  bye¬ 
laws  in  that  behalf.  Before  doing  so,  however, 
the  drains  and  fitments  were  in  every  case 
thoroughly  tested  by  the  water  and  the  smoke 
tests,  and,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  certifying, 
proved  to  be  sound.  The  builders  are  giving  more 
attention  every  year  to  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  their  houses,  as  they  evidently  recognise,  like 
the  house  agents,  the  growing  interest  taken  by  the 
public  in  matters  of  sanitation.  This  is,  of  course, 
as  it  should  be  in  a  Health  Resort  of  such  growing 
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importance  as  Weston-super-Mare.  The  number 
of  separate  water  tests  applied  to  the  drains  of  new 
buildings  was  405,  whilst  the  number  of  smoke 
tests  to  the  same  buildings  was  145. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — A  Register  of 
Workshops  is  kept,  and  49  are  entered  thereon, 
including  26  workshop  bakehouses.  I  have  again 
to  report  a  good  deal  of  improvements  in  con¬ 
nection  with  workshops  and  work-places,  including 
bakehouses.  In  one  bakehouse  I  found  a  newly- 
started  Chaff-cutting  business  carried  on  in  a  loft 
over  the  baking  room  with  a  trap  door  com¬ 
municating  therewith,  and  situated  immediately 
over  some  sacks  of  flour.  The  floor  of  the  loft 
was  made  of  match-board,  with  no  semblage  of 
a  plastered  ceiling  beneath  same.  To  make 
matters  worse,  a  gas  engine  was  also  situated 
within  the  bakehouse,  supplying  the  necessary 
power  to  work  the  machinery  above.  It  is  only 
fair  to  add,  however,  that  no  time  was  lost,  as 
soon  as  the  occupier’s  attention  was  drawn  to  it, 
in  carrying  out  the  whole  of  the  recommended 
alterations  etc.  There  are  no  underground  bake¬ 
houses  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  in  the 
district.  Details  of  inspecting  and  of  nuisances 
abated  during  the  past  year,  in  Factories,  Work¬ 
shops  and  Work-places,  may  be  found  in  a  special 
table  appended  to  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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Milton  District. — The  special  sewage  cart, 
purchased  in  1903,  to  facilitate  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  in  the  Milton  district,  has  been  in 
constant  use.  The  work  is  carried  out  at  night 
time  only,  and,  since  the  early  part  of  the  year,  by 
your  own  horse  and  men.  Every  possible  care  is 
taken  to  minimise  any  nuisance  that  may  exist 
by  the  free  use  of  liquid  and  powder  disinfectants. 
When  suitable  land  is  not  obtainable,  the  sewage  is 
carted  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  sewerage  system. 
As  the  present  method  is  obviously  only  tempor¬ 
ary,  the  sooner  the  better  the  drainage  scheme 
now  being  considered  by  your  Council,  will 
become  an  accomplished  thing.  The  number  of 
cesspools  that  were  emptied  was  543.  Several 
improvements  were  also  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  cesspool  system  and  a  number  of 
nuisances  abated. 

Infectious  Diseases.  The  notifications  of  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  are  received  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  then  informs  me  of  each 
case,  so  that  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  visits,  I  ascertain  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  premises,  and  the  necessary  history 
is  obtained,  not  only  of  the  patient,  but  of  each 
individual  member  of  the  household  as  well. 
The  special  enquiry  forms  used  for  this  purpose 
having  been  duly  filled  up,  are  filed  for  the 
Medical  Officer’s  future  reference.  Bedding  and 
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other  infected  articles  were  removed  from  52 
premises,  for  disinfection  by  steam,  whilst  176 
rooms  were  fumigated,  including  4  schools. 
In  several  cases,  however,  disinfection  was 
carried  out  after  non-notifiable  diseases.  Formic 
aldehyde  gas  was  again  the  fumigating  agent, 
generated  by  means  of  the  u  Alformant  ”  lamps, 
but  sulphur,  in  the  form  of  candles,  and  sulphur 
dioxide  gas,  was  also  used  in  some  cases  in 
conjunction  with  it.  Fumigation  is  always 
carried  out  before  attempting  to  remove  any  in¬ 
fected  bedding.  Disinfecting  fluid,  powder,  and 
soap  were  again  freely  supplied  to  all  applicants 
that  were  too  poor  to  purchase  same.  The 
number  of  notices  sent  to  Day  Schools,  either 
requesting  the  head  teachers  not  to  allow 
children  to  attend  school,  or  informing  them 
that  the  houses  were  free  from  infection,  was  67. 
This  system  was  only  adopted  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

Sewers  and  JTain  Drains. — Several  lengths 
of  old  sewers  and  main  drains  were  reported 
during  the  year  as  being  a  nuisance  and  defective. 
It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  in  most  cases  prompt 
action  was  taken  by  your  Council,  and  the  old 
sewers  abolished  and  new  glazed  stoneware  pipe 
drains  provided  in  lieu  thereof.  It  should  also  be 
mentioned  that  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the 
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materials  used  in  the  construction  of  same.  The 
number  of  sewer  ventilating  shafts  tested  with 
smoke  was  io,  and  the  number  of  new  sewer 
lengths  tested  was  45. 

Legal  Proceedings.  It  is  very  pleasing  to 
be  able  to  report  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  proceedings  in  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  the  breach  of  bye-laws,  and  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances,  during  the  year. 
In  many  instances,  however,  some  persuasion, 
and  a  little  pressure,  had  to  be  brought  to  bear 
on  owners  and  occupiers  of  house  property. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

done  during  the  year* 


Houses  and  Premises  inspected  -----  633 

Complaints  investigated  ------  390 

Complaints  referred  to  the  Surveyor  35 

Complaints  investigated  where  Coal  Gas  was  found  to 

be  the  contaminating  source  24 

Houses  systematically  inspected  -  -  -  -  112 

Refreshment  Houses,  Hotels  and  Provision  Shops 

specially  inspected  ------  22 

Schools,  Public  Buildings  and  Institutions  inspected  -  11 

Written  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  respect  to  the 

abatement  of  Nuisances  _____  426 

Verbal  Notices  given  -------  194 

Number  of  Houses  (old)  provided  with  new  drains, 
properly  intercepted,  ventilated  and  made  smoke 
and  water-tight  -  -  -  -  -  -  -120 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired  77 

Soil  Pipes  removed  to  outside,  or  repaired  and  properly 

ventilated  -  --  --  --  -  70 

Number  of  old  Pan  Container  Closets  removed  12 

New  W.C.  Pans  provided  and  fixed  of  the  “  wash¬ 
down  ”  type  (principally  pedestal  closets)  -  -  184 

Water  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired  34 

W.C.’s  without  a  sufficient  external  ventilation  and 

lighting,  abolished  and  reconstructed  66 

New  Flushing  Cisterns  supplied  to  water  closets  -  -  150 

Glazed  Stoneware  Sinks  provided  and  fixed  with  properly 

trapped  waste  pipes  -  -  -  -  -  -119 

Number  of  Waste  Pipes  disconnected  from  drains  -  52 
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Number  of  rain-water  Down  Pipes  disconnected  from 

drains  ---------65 

Baths  and  Lavatory  Waste  Pipes  trapped  56 

Rain-water  underground  Storage  Tanks  cleansed,  and 

Overflows  disconnected  from  drains  or  examined  -  81 

Urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired,  and  with  proper 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  -----  7 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  ------  79 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  and  Ashpits  abolished  -  38 

Defective  House  Roofs,  Walls,  Floors  and  Gutterings 

repaired  -  --  --  --  -22 

Number  of  Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  -  -  -  543 

Rooms  fumigated  and  disinfected  after  illness  of 

infectious  character  -  -  -  -  -  -  176 

Schools  fumigated  and  cleansed  -----  4 

Number  of  premises  from  which  Infectious  Articles 

were  removed  for  disinfection  by  steam  -  -  52 

Total  number  of  Articles  disinfected  by  steam  at  your 

Disinfecting  Station  -----  -1,796 

Number  of  Lime-brushes  lent  to  Cottagers  -  190 

Waste  of  Water  discovered  and  Fittings  repaired  -  6 

Rooms  and  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  -  153 

Nuisances  and  overcrowding  abated  3 

Nuisances  from  overcrowded  Workrooms  abated  -  2 

Stagnant  Water  removed  and  Private  Lanes  cleansed  26 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  Animals  abated  15 

Accumulations  of  Manure  and  other  Refuse  removed  -  37 

Defective  and  foul  Manure  Pits  abolished,  and  new  Bins 

provided  and  properly  drained  12 

Samples  of  Water  collected  and  examined  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -----  6 

Samples  of  Water  taken  from  Wells  and  submitted  for 

analysis  --------  3 

Number  of  Wells  and  Tanks  closed  and  town  water 

laid  on  2 

Number  of  Sanitary  Certificates  granted  4 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ------  3 
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Number  of  times  water  test  applied  to  new  or  repaired 

drains  belonging  to  old  houses  -  535 

Soil-pipes,  Ventilating  Shafts  and  Drains  tested  with 

the  Smoke  machine  ------  203 


Number  of  Water  Tests  applied  to  the  drains  of  new 
buildings  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 


Number  of  Sewer  Ventilating  Shafts  tested  with  Smoke 

Number  of  New  Sewer  lengths  tested  -  -  - 

Number  of  times  Smoke  test  applied  to  the  drains  of 
new  buildings  ------- 

New  Buildings  and  Premises  inspected  for  which  plans 
had  been  approved  - 

Number  of  New  Houses  certified  to  the  Surveyor  as 
having  the  Drains  and  Sanitary  Fittings  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  building  bye-laws  - 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  - 

Registered  Dairies,  Milkshops  and 
Cowsheds  - 


Periodically 

« 

Inspected. 


Margarine  Factories  - 

Registered  Workshops,  including  Bake¬ 
houses  ------ 


Offensive  Trades  within  District  - 
,  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  - 


405 

10 

45 

145 

125 

114 

8 

40 

1 

49 

2 

5 


I  have  again,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  your 
Sanitary  Committee  and  Officials,  for  the  strong 
support  accorded  me  during  the  year. 


joth  January ,  /905. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  JONES,  C.S.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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